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Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairperson Bosco:

I am writing to support the staff recommendation for two agenda items at your meeting in May.
These two projects are the Rancho Calera acquisition in Big Sur and the San Clemente Dam
removal project, both of which are located within my assembly district.

As is noted in the Board Report, efforts have been made over the last two years to bridge the
communication and outreach gap between resource and conservation agencies and the residents
of Big Sur. I applaud the Conservancy for taking an active role in this discussion.

The Rancho Calera acquisition is the first major public land purchase since these efforts began. I
believe the stakeholders involved, including the property owners, have made strong efforts to
address in a proactive manner many of the concerns raised in the past by residents. While I
believe this property will serve many purposes from an ecological and conservation standpoint, I
also believe the process of working with the community to achieve this goal is equally important
and worthy of your support.

Additionally, the safety of the residents of Carmel Valley as well as the health of the Carmel
River has long been a concern for me. As California American Water Company, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Division of the Safety of Dams review the options for the San
Clemente Dam, I believe the proposed technical studies will aid all interested parties in finding
the best long term solution for both the ratepayers of the Monterey Peninsula and the ecology of
the Carmel River.

Because of the importance of these two projects, I am writing to express my support and ask for
the Conservancy's approval at your upcoming meeting. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely

~ ~
' . LAIRD, Assemblymember
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Tim Jensen
1711 Mescal Street
Seaside, CA 93955

5/10/2007

Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, California 94612

RE: Rancho Calera Grant to Trust for Public Lands

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I support the proposed Conservancy funding of $250,000 to the Trust for Public

Lands for acquisition assistance of the Rancho Calera property in Big Sur and urge the

Board to approve the request.

I have lived in Monterey County for 30-years and worked in Big Sur for 8 of those

years as a former US Forest Service Wilderness Patrolman for the Ventana Wilderness

and Coastal Recreation Director for the Big Sur Unit. As spectacular as the Big Sur

Coast is, there are relatively few publicly accessible vertical access trails linking the

coast with the interior Ventana Wilderness. The proposed acquisition will provide the

opportunity to create a unique vertical coastal public access link between Forest Service

lands on the coast (Bixby Ranch) with the interior Ventana Wilderness. The proposed

trail from the Bixby Ranch property to the Ventana Wilderness lies within a spectacular

landscape that is rich in native and pioneer history and is as 'Big Sur' as it gets.

I thank the Conservancy for its continuing collaboration and conservation efforts

here along the Central Coast and look forward to the wonderful coastal access

opportunity this project will create.

Sincerely,

1~~ RECEIVED
TIM JENSEN MAY 1 1 2007
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